
FTAA= MAI + NAFTA = DEATH

DEATH to democracy, indigenous rights, environment, human rights,
nty, healthcare, education, culture, women’s rights, laborunions, food safety, LIFE

AA?
ea of the Americas (FTAA) is the expansion of NAFTA to the rest of the Western Hemisphere(with the exception
gned to ensure that multinational corporations’profits continue to increase at the expense of the environment, liv-
 human rights.  It is also an attempt to resurrect many of the policies that were opposed by people and govern-
eattle Ministerial of the WTO(World Trade Organization) and the MAI (Multilateral Agreement on Investment).  

A?

erican Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), implemented in 1994, abolished most of the tariffs that existed
da, Mexico, and the United States. 
nated many regulations on foreign investment, making it easy for corporations to make money without having any
o local communities.

corporations the freedom to sue foreign governments if strict environmental or labor laws interfered with their
mize profits.

MAI?

al Agreement on Investments (MAI) was an attempt to expand NAFTA beyond North America.
uded restrictions on governments’ability to regulate the sale of public services like communications, health 

assive international campaign, the MAI was defeated in 1998.

reedoms That Are Abolished

cy; It’s a Secret!
 FTAAnegotiating body has seen the draft of the agreement, not even the US Congress, which will be expected to
ngress and civil society are being kept in the dark, the Americas Business Forum (ABF) – a body of business lead-
e hemisphere – regularly attends the negotiation meetings offering advice and their perspectives. A group of labor
 around the hemisphere asked for the same privilege and were rejected.

al Sellout!
s are considered to be barriers to trade in the eyes of corporations because they restrict a corporation’s ability to



  MMTis suspected to cause brain damage in children. Use of MMTis rare in the US and is also banned or
l states. However, the US-based Ethyl Corporation sued Canada for $250 million because of their ban on the addi-
 that the ban was “indirectly expropriating their anticipated profits” (lowering their potential profits) and damag -
, which would have further consequences for the company . The NAFTA tribunal ruled that Canada would have to
ion $13 million in compensation fees and overturn the ban.

e laws?
rance into NAFTA, Mexico rewrote Article 27 of the Mexican Constitution, which promised indigenous people

nts the right to ejido lands (communal land holdings).  In 1992, Mexico revamped Article 27 and now ejido lands
old on the open market. Environmental and land reform laws, which protect indigenous land rights, are already
y negotiators of the FTAA. Many of these laws will have to be changed or overturned in order to comply with

ll!
A, job losses and decreased wages have occurred in Mexico, Canada, and the United States.  Many people lost

rporate migration to find cheap labor or because subsidized imports flooded their local markets. At the end of
f the Mexican working class had fallen by 69% of their value from 1994. In 1997, more than 7.5 million
ning less than Mexico’s legal minimum wage, that is 20% more than in 1993*.

t has witnessed dramatic increase in labor due to NAFTA has been the maquiladora (sweatshop) sector on the
When NAFTA went into effect, 546,433 people were employed in maquiladoras on the US-Mexican border.  In

mber increased to 983,272*. The wages received in the maquiladora-manufacturing sector are 16% lower than
manufacturing sectors in Mexico.  The maquila zone also has some of the  highest levels of pollution and inci -
age in children.  In Cameron County on Texas/Mexico border, the number of neural tube defects in babies,

between 1997 and 1998.  At the same time, maquila employment increased 15%*.

AA!
ne more cog in the capitalist globalization machine. Every cog that we successfully dismantle slows the erosion
e environment, labor rights, and democracy and brings us closer to ending the ecocide and indigenous genocide
the world. People from throughout the hemisphere are uniting to resist and eliminate the possibility of the FTAA.
to allow corporations, free trade agreements, and governments to dictate how we live our lives. 

the Heads of State from the 34 countries included in the FTAAwill be meeting for the Summit of the Americas in
cuss theFTAAand the future of the hemisphere.

yourvoice to the millions who are saying ¡Ya Basta! (Enough already!) 

tion about the FTAAorhow to get involved, contact ACERCA– (Action forCommunity and Ecology in
ntral America):  acerca@sover.net   (802) 863-0571.

Please reprint.  Be sure to give ACERCAcredit when reprinting.
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